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be free at last to think their thoughts, dream their 

dreams, and work out their destinies wholesomely and 

unafraid. Thus it 's that the labor parties of the 

world, the seekers after a league of nations, the writers 
of the real books, even the chancllors as they get the 

time, are all learning and beginning to teach that we 

must abandon the position that public justice can be 
established by physical force. Sin Innocent III 

abolished the "Ordeal" in 1215, there has been a develop 
ment, slow to be sure, of processes based upon facts, 

upon the truth, to the end that real justice may be 

achieved. We now know that the trial by battle must 

pass away. Consciously or unconsciously we are seek 

ing as never before the methods that shall set up judi 
cial inquiries in terms of evidence and law. . We must 

remind ourselves of this in any attempt to picture the 

significance of this our first year of war. 

THE HEART OF RUSSIA 

Mr. 

Champ Clark, presenting to our House of Eep 
resentatives Prof. Boris Bakhmeteff, the first Rus 

sian Ambassador to the United States of America from 

the Republic of Russia, June 23, 1917, sai'd: ''The Rus 

sian Revolution is the most momentous political move 

ment since the French Eevolution." The Speaker was 

well within the facts. The world is now wondering 
whether that revolution means weal or woe for the future 

Eussia. On that occasion the Ambassador spoke with 
no little eloquence of the Eussian Duma, at the feet of 

which the soldiers of the revolution deposed their ban 

ners, pledged their allegiance, and brought the revolu 

tion to a successful issue. He then went on to express 
his unquestioned hope in the principles of democracy, 
the constituent assembly, and the Eussian people. He 

added : 

With all emphasis may I state that Russia rejects any 
idea of a separate peace. . . . What Russia is aiming 
for is the establishment of a firm and lasting peace between 
democratic nations. The triumph of German autocracy 
will render such peace impossible. It would be the source 

of the greatest misery, and, besides that, be a threatening 
menace to Russia's freedom. . . . Russia will not fail 
to be a worthy partner in the "league of honor." 

Under date of March 18, 1918, Mr. Bakhmeteff issues 

a statement in which he characterizes the Eussian situa 

tion in these terms : 

A sinister pact of submission has closed the circle of hap 

penings that have laid Russia open to the aggressor. 

He grants that the German terms threaten the 

very existence of an independent Eussian organism ; but 

he expresses his deep conviction that the people of Eus 

sia cannot accept the settlement of violence "brought 
forth by conquest, anarchy, and despair." His state 

ment concludes with these words : 

To this broad task of liberation, conceivable only with 
the co-operation and direct support of the Allies, to this 
achievement which should rally without difference of fac 
tions all those who strive toward the establishment of a 

politically united and economically independent Russian 
democracy, will the embassy in Washington continue to con 
secrate all its endeavor and effort, finding a source of in 
spiration and confidence in the noble and heartfelt attitude 
of sympathy and assistance which the Americans never 
ceased to manifest to Russia in the hours of her darkest 
trial. 

Mr. Bakhmetef? does not speak for himself alone. He 
is expressing the views of a very* important wing of Bus 
sian leadership. We do not know whether the Bol 
sheviki government is to survive or not. We do know 
that it is preaching a doctrine of very great menace to 
the morale of the followers of the German military ma 

chine. We do not know whether Lenine is in the pay of 

Germany or not, but we do know from the actions of 

Germany in Bussia the imperialistic quality of her am 
bitions. We do not know how long liberty will mean 

license to these new possessors of freedom; but we do 
know that the Bussian people have passed through a 

blinding despotism and the horrors of Nihilism to a 

spirit of revolt, to a Duma, and to a revolution that suc 

cessfully and completely ended three centuries of autoc 

racy. We do not know whether or not the Bussians will 
establish a successful republic, but we do know that is 
the one thing against which the German dynasty is set. 

We do not know whether or not the Imperial German 
armies are to occupy Petrograd and Moscow, but we do 
know that no autocracy can ever be permanently fastened 

upon the Bussian people again. When Chancellor von 

Hertling declared, March 18, that "the point had been 
reached where 'yes' or 'no' had to be said, and, on March 

3, peace was concluded at Brest-Litovsk," he told the 

truth, and gave his whole case away. It is not now nec 

essary to prove that the Bussian representatives at Brest 
Litovsk refused to read the treaty they were obliged to 

sign. ~No agreement under duress can be enforced for 

long. We do not know the meaning of the ratification 
of this agreement March 16 by the assembly at Moscow. 

We do know that the original compact was forced, and 
we believe that it cannot long endure. The German 
Chancellor may deceive somebody in Germany when he 

says: 

We have not for a moment contemplated, and do not 

contemplate, opposing the justified wishes and endeavor of 
Russia to be liberated. As I said on November 9, we desire 
for that sorely-tried land a speedy return to a peaceful and 

orderly state of affairs, and we deeply deplore the terrible 
conditions which have made their appearances in many 
places. 

But he cannot deceive by such language the intelli 

gence of Bussia. Germany seems to have played the 

part of a good uncle to Courland with no little power, 
and the German Chancellor is "thankful and joyful" 
that this new what-shall-we-call-it is to "lean on the 
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German Empire which, indeed, corresponds to the old 

cultural relations." This game has proved so effective 
with Courland that a similar act is planned for Lithu 

ania, but iiot so with Livonia and Esthonia. These last 
two are to be "policed by Germany on their own invita 

tion until security is guaranteed and order restored." 

Germany's motives in this section are best illustrated by 
the Bavarian Colonization Society which decided at its 

meeting in Munich to send 50,000 German colonists into 

Courland, by the invasion of Russian territory contrary 
to her promises, and by her threat of a fourth partition of 

bleeding Poland. This last, contained in the German 
Chancellor's statement, is promulgated in spite of the 

proclamation of two emperors in 1916 declaring to all 

the world Poland's independence, and that the further 

shaping of a new Poland "can only take place on the 

standpoint of negotiations between Germany and Aus 

tria-Hungary on the one hand, and Poland on the other 

hand." Also, there are those Baltic provinces, and Fin 

land, and the Ukraine, and Roumania?all Belgianized 

by the might worshipers of Wilhelmstrasse. But the 
Russian people are not fools. The Imperial German 
Government is digging for her ambitions to the East 

only a grave. The victory of principle is inevitable. 

Already Trotzky is showing to us the German sources of 
the claim that German and Austrian prisoners in Siberia 
constitute a basis for Japanese intervention. He goes 
further, and asks the American military mission for ten 
American officers to assist him as inspectors in organ 

izing and training a new volunteer army. He recpiests 
the services of American railway engineers and trans 

portation experts. He wants locomotives and cars. 
Moscow is taking upon itself the air of a permanent 
capital. English, French, American, Italian, and Ser 
bian military missions are going about their business as 
if they expected to remain in Moscow for some time. 

President Wilson's message to the Congress of Soviets 
was read shortly after the opening of the Congress on 

March 14, by the chairman of the central executive com 

mittee, Mr. Sverdloff, and it was received with applause. 
When President Wilson said in his letter to the Soviets 
"that the whole heart of the people of the United States 
is with the people of Russia in the attempt to free them 
seelves forever from autocratic government and become 
the master of their own life," he set before us all the 
basic principle that should guide us in the things that 
we should say and do in all matters relating to Russia. 
We believe, and we call upon our readers to believe, that 
the people of Russia will yet respond unitedly and ef 

fectively to the principle announced by the Supreme 
War Council of the Allies March 18, that "we are fight 

ing, and mean to continue fighting, in order to finish 

once for all with this policy of plunder and to establish 
in its place the peaceful reign of organized justice." 

THE LEARNED STUDENTS OF OUR 
COVER 

We 

are still receiving a few "protests" from those 
who find time to examine learnedly the cover of 

the Advocate oe Peace, savants who by steadfast gaze 
upon the titles there displayed have found that we "are 

advocating peace by the means of war." We wish we 

might prevail upon these careful analysts to pursue 
their investigations a little way into our page on a Gov 
erned World, and, if it is not asking too much, into a 

paragraph here or there of one or two of our editorials. 
It ought not to be necessary for us to remind these 

scholarly critics that it is the Kaiser, Field Marshal von 

Hindenburg and General Ludendorff, who "are advocat 

ing peace by the means of war," and not we. We do 
not believe that these gentlemen are going to win peace 
by war, for the reason that we purpose to array suffi 
cient force against their force, terrifying as it is, to 
counteract it and to show its childish foolishness and 

raging impotence. We regret that the limitations of 
our cover have caused this principle to be overlooked by 
our critics. We are in this war. We have said that 
"we must win this war." We repeat it. In General 

Pershing's language, "We can, we must, and we will 
win this war," by which we mean that we purpose to 
defeat the Prussian "will to power." But, as we have 
tried io say, whether or not this will uproot the obstacle 
that stands in the path of a real peace will depend upon 
this force, but upon something also above it. We be 
lieve that the United States, fighting for the highest 
ideals that any nation on earth has set for itself, can 
and will and ought to do its share to uproot Prussianism 
in its immediate manifestation by winning this war. 

But this of itself will not bring what we understand by 
"peace." It will remove one deadly enemy of that in 
ternational justice upon which peace must be founded; 
an enemy that the insensate world allowed to grow un 

molested through decades of a so-called "peace," until 
the time came when either it or we must perish. We 

must win this war, we say, a war of the lovers of a real 

peace against the despoilers of the rights of men. We 
must take the method first of disarming by force the 
foe that threatens us, since mankind does not yet know 
how else to meet the physical manifestations of evil. 

Afterwards, we shall have to complete the process 
through the strength of good-will and the power of 
brains and ideals. 

When a Quaker friend writes us that "the service of 
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